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To: Public Toilet (Lion Yard) Working Party 19/3/12 
Report by: David Horspool, Director of Resources 
    

UPDATE REPORT ON WORKING PARTY’S REMIT 
 
 
1. Executive summary  
 
The purpose of this report is to update members on the component parts of 
the project within the Working Party’s remit.  A separate report on the 
proposals to refurbish the public toilets is also on the agenda. 
 
2. Recommendations  
 
The Working Party is asked to note the update report and: 
 
(i) Comment on the updated draft EQIA appended to the report. 
(ii) Comment on the known consultations associated with this project. 
(iii) Advise the Leader of the Council of its views accordingly. 
 
3. Background  
 
3.1 The Planning application process  
The Working Party was advised at its meeting on 9 January that the 
developer’s (Aberdeen Asset Management) proposals for the ground floor of 
the Lion Yard would require planning permission.  At the time of writing no 
application has been submitted. Members have commented on how 
equalities issues are considered in the planning context.  The planning 
authority cannot require an EQIA as part of an application proposal, but 
policy 3/7 of the LP requires that development proposals give consideration 
of the needs of those with disabilities to ensure places are easily and safely 
accessible. There is also a general requirement for applicants to address 
these issues as part of their Design and Access statements. 
 
3.2 Building Control  
An application for Building Regulation approval has been submitted to the 
city council by the developer.  Building Regulations are national standards 
for England and Wales which apply to most types of buildings, whether in 
the home or a commercial development. They ensure that the environment 
in which we all live is a safe and healthy place.  They also ensure that 

Report Page No: 1 



Report Page No: 2 

adequate access and facilities are provided for people with disabilities and 
include requirements for conservation of fuel and power. 
 
Members of the Working Party have commented on any advice which would 
be sought from the Fire Service on the means of escape on the design 
changes proposed and in particular if the Lion Yard/Fisher Square walkway 
was closed up.  As part of the building control application process, and prior 
to any approval, the Fire Service will be consulted by Building Control 
officers. 
 
3.4 The walkway agreement  
The Highways Authority (the County Council) has been advised of the 
outcome of the Working Party on 9 January and the Leader’s decision.  
Officers asked the Highways Authority a number of questions regarding 
process:  
 
Question from City Council Response from the Highway 

Authority 
What consultation would the 
Highway Authority undertake during 
the statutory period for receipt of 
objections to the proposal? 

We won't be carrying any out as the 
notification and consultation is 
carried out by the building owner; 
however objections are sent to the 
Highway Authority. 

Would the City Council be notified in 
advance of the commencement of 
the statutory period? 

Following the procedure set out in 
the legislation, it would be a matter 
between the City Council and the 
building owner. 
 

The developer advised the Working 
Party that completion of the planning 
application would be the first stage, 
followed by the application to the 
Highway Authority - is that the order 
in which you would expect? 

Yes, as without the Planning 
Permission, there would be no 
seeming justification for amending 
the Walkway Agreement. 
 

Would the Highway Authority 
undertake any EQIA or survey of its 
own in the knowledge of the 
developer's current intention. 

There would be no justification to do 
so: the Highway Authority are 
content with the existing situation. It 
is incumbent upon the building 
owner to provide the justification and 
evidence for their proposed changes. 
It should not be necessary for, nor 
can the building owner expect, the 
Highway Authority to expend 
resources at this stage.  
If the Highway Authority disputes any 
of the evidence provided by the 
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building owner, the Highway 
Authority would consider what it 
needs to do at that stage. 
 

 
3.5 The refurbishment of the public toilets   
The Council approved a capital bid of £300,000 for refurbishment in 
2012/13. There is a separate report on the agenda for this element of the 
Working Party’s remit. 
 
3.6 Equalities Impact Assessment  
The Working Party is tasked with overseeing the EQIA for this scheme.  The 
draft version was reported to the Strategy and Resources Scrutiny 
Committee on 10 October and has been updated to take into account 
retention of the public toilets in the current location plus the proposal to 
close the Lion Yard/Fisher Square walkway.  The action plan included with 
the October 2011 draft EQIA has been updated where possible (appended). 
 
3.7 Consultation 
The Working Party is tasked with considering appropriate consultation.  
There are three parts to this project which will require consultation, but only 
one where the Working Party can give direction: 
 
Issue Consultation 

required 
Who carries 
out the 
consultation 

Working Party proposed 
involvement 

Planning 
application 

Yes, 21 day 
statutory 
period 

The Local 
Planning 
Authority 

To ensure interested 
individuals/parties are 
aware of the period of 
consultation. 

Closure of 
walkway 

Yes, 21 day 
statutory 
period 

Developer To ensure interested 
individuals/parties are 
aware of the period of 
consultation. 

Toilet 
refurbishment 

Yes 
 

City Council 
(Streets and 
Open 
Spaces) 

Consultation will comply 
with the code of best 
practice on consultation 
and community 
engagement. 
 

  
Any queries on this 
report to: Gary Clift 

Contact:  01223 457011/gary.clift@cambridge.gov.uk 
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